THE SAXON ARCH

VJ HRISTMAS   CAME   AND   WENT   IN   THE   USUAL   IMPERCEPTIBLE
Somersetshire manner.
Mild, open weather prevailed, so that Jackie and his robber
band, exploring the Wick Woods for trapped rabbits, used fre-
quently to drag the exhausted, but still enquiring Bert, home to
his grandmother, with two or three untimely primrose buds
clutched tight in his hot little palm.
But with the appearance of the New Year the barometer fell,
and a series of sharp black frosts followed one another, con-
stricting the damp Avalon clay and killing off these premature
buddings. The lease of the bulk of his Glastonbury property to
the reorganised town council realised for Lord P. so large a sum
of ready money that he was able to establish his heavily taxed
finances on a new and more satisfactory basis, and Will Zoy-
land, with his new companion at Whitelake Cottage, got the
benefit of this change in several substantial presents of money.
The Marquis had never liked his son's wife and his sympathies
were entirely with the bastard in the estrangement from Nell.
Persephone on the contrary proved to be an adept at cajoling
the great man. As to Bloody Johnny's fortune, the inroads upon
it by these new transactions, were, thanks to the council's power
of borrowing, much less than the Mayor had anticipated; and as
the visitors from abroad,' attracted by John's advertisements,
poured into the town all that winter in increasing numbers, the
new Glastonbury commune, under the dictatorship of the Mayor's
assessors, showed signs of being more than able to keep its pro-
letariat satisfied and its tradesmen active and content.
The business done in Mr. Wollop's shop alone surpassed all
the holiday seasons the ex-Mayor could remember, so that al-
though his establishment did not officially come under the new
regime, he was willing enough to hand over to the communal
purse, sooner than break with the authorities, all the percentage
they demanded of these increasing profits. The bank, the railway,
Philip's older dye works, and his Wookey Hole tin mine, were